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"I hope we may say that thus. this fateful morning, came to an end all wars." 
- David lloyd George (1863-1945) in his address before 
the UK House of Commons on November 11, 1918 
MAILBAG 
THE OP MUSIC CHARTS . Otherwise known as ... 
What we listened to during the creation of this issue: 
Tenacious D-Sdf Tided 
Tenacious D-Seif Tided 
Tenacious D-Seif Tided 
Tenacious D-Seif Titled 
Tenacious D-Sdf Tided 
SUBMISSION 
The weekly deadline for submissions is 
Wednesday for publication the following 
Wednesday. Letters to the Editor, vacant sec-
tions, and "time-sensitive" articles (weekend 
news, sports, and cultural reviews) will be 
accepted until Saturday noon and can be sub-
mitted to the editor at othereditor@yahoo.ca 
All other submissions should be forward-
ed to the appropriate section editor. Please 
include your name, phone number/ email 
address, and word count, and submit via 
email as an MS Word.doc attachment to the 
attention of the appropriate editor. 
The Other Press is run by a collective, 
which means all decisions are reached via a 
democratic voting process. Membership in 
the voting collective is open to any person 
who has contributed to at least two of three 
consecutive issues. Those interested in join-
ing the Other Press collective should contact 
the editor at othereditor@yahoo.ca 
News 
opnewseditor@gmail.com 
Opinions 
opinionsubmit@hotmail.com 
A&E 
aeditor@gmail.com 
Features 
opfeatures@ gmail.com 
Sports 
mclennonb@douglas.bc.ca 
Considering the subject matter of The Other Press and the amount of leeway 
given to its contributors, Mqjor Studio Production has found its ideal home. 
Having depicted a dead body mistaken for Halloween decoration (Oct. 26) and 
kids getting their eyes stabbed out with scissors (Oct. 19), I felt that it was time 
I made a serious political statement with the Remembrance Day strip. 
Reproducing iconic images of war atrocities (see above comic strip), they 
were placed against a quote spoken on November 11, 1918-this being the 
first reference of World War I as the war to end all wars. Of course, given the 
images, that quote is truly ironic. 
Yet, in a surprising display of restraint, the strip was not run in the issue 
due to its controversial and potentially insensitive nature. So, was this the right 
decision? 
Given what does get printed in The Other Press, this might be seen as a 
double standard. One only needs to see the controversial Sex Issue (Sept. 28) 
to get an idea of how crazy the material can get. Yet Remembrance Day 
remains an untouchable sacred cow. Just last week, Conservative MP Stephen 
Harper was caught on tape complaining about the pin holding his plastic 
poppy. Everybody who purchases one will have problems keeping them on in 
some way or another, yet for some odd reason, this is newsworthy, and even 
potentially controversial. 
As to whether I agree with the decision to not run the strip, I'm divided. 
Indeed, Remembrance Day is an important observance and we should all 
remember and be grateful for the sacrifices of our war veterans. Life in general 
would be drastically different if not for them. But clearly, the powers-that-be 
have not remembered the lessons of the past, as we find ourselves in a perpet-
ual cycle of war and destruction. 
I feel that Remembrance D ay should not just be a day to remember the 
war veterans, as soldiers are never the only victims of war. The examples I 
picked out are a small sampling out of an excessively long history of war 
atrocities. Why shouldn't we remember them too? As it is, it seems that any-
thing with an anti-war slant (which the strip certainly is) is deemed as a slap in 
the face against our war veterans. 
It appears that whether we point out that poppy pins fall out or that sol-
diers aren't the only victims of war, our long adherence to tradition is prevent-
ing us from seeing the bigger picture. 
-Vince Yim, OP Pixel Artist 
A Note on Editorial Content: 
We publish approximate!J 30 issues per calendar year, and that leaves 29 other issues in 
1vhich to publish these graphics. Choosing editorial content is more gut-reaction than it is 
exact science. I found the cartoon, on its own, lacked context, and it therifore did not make 
it into the issue. 
However, with the intent of not on!J shmving the Jvork, but also of bearing the OP's 
editorial process open to its readers, we've decided to print the comic. Just keep in mind, it 
1vas Remembrance Dqy, and we did feature a new comic that is actuai!J reai!J fumry, and, 
ttftimate!J, it was my cal4 and the calf was made. I thought the images in the comic were 
offensive to veterans, and, therifore, chose not to mn it. 
But that's simp!J ''!Y opinion. You can let us know 1vhat you think at 
othereditor@yahoo. ca. 
-Colin Milry, Managing Editor. 
LETT IT OR 
As a Managing Editor, it's often my job to be impartial 
and make sound decisions that will be best for the Other 
Press in particular, and for our audience in the Douglas 
College student body in general. Well, screw that. Life is 
pissing me off this week, and I'm going to tell you why 
For starters, and I'm probably preaching largely to the 
converted here, there's this thing on four-lane roads and 
it's called "the fast lane." The general idea is that you 
slow-ass drivers are supposed to get the hell out of my 
way so I can cruise along merrily somewhere around 20 
kilometers over the speed limit. Before you freak out and 
tell me "speed kills," it turns out that if the last 12 years 
of driving have taught me anything, it's that I'm able to 
drive at those speeds without crashing into things. Call it 
a gift. Those lacking this particular gift need to get their 
snail-driving, head-in-the-clouds, holier-than-thou asses 
the hell out of my way. Capiche? 
ext, it came to my attention this week that winter is 
coming. Basically, I just came in from outside and I've 
got a news flash: It's cold. ow, before you call me a 
West Coast-born pussy and tell me that cold is the corner 
of Portage and Main in Winnipeg in January, let me tell 
you something: I like tropical weather, the hotter the bet-
ter. Cold weather sucks. I like sweaters as much as the 
next guy, ask anybody, but there are places on this planet 
where it is pleasantly warm almost all the time. The water 
is light blue and electric-coloured fish swim around coral 
reefs from sun-up to sun-down. People eat nothing but 
candy 24/7 and never get tummy aches. BC is not one of 
those places. 
Lastly, awwww screw it, enough of my bitchin', let's 
talk about a fantastic new edition of the Other Press. 
For those of you that are still with me after that little 
spazz-session, I salute you. You're model readers whose 
patience and willingness will not go unrewarded. And I'll 
start with a reward we like to call, ''News." 
WOBBlE OF CONTENTS 
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News has my favourite villainous folks this week: 
Pirates! There's also an update from a Summit of the 
Americas protest participant (it was in Argentina last 
week) and a fascinating peek at Jonathan Cote, a 26-year-
old who's running for ew Westminster City Council in 
next week's elections. Be sure to get out and vote this 
Saturday, ovember 19. 
Opinions has got some fabulous content, including, 
but not limited to, Vampirism, thoughts on immigration, 
and "Softchos." If you're asking, ''What the hell is a 
Softcho?" right now, don't worry, you're not alone. Just 
read the article, it'll all be clear soon enough. 
A & E is again a smorgasbord of unearthly delights, 
and includes Jarheads, Mirrormasks, Horror classics for 
the fiscally restrained, and a Metric review. There's also a 
Bright Eyes rant and lain Reeve's two-day, two-country 
escapade in search of the perfect musical note. Be sure to 
check it, check it out 'till the breaka breaka dawn. 
Sports has a new style of schedule for this year's bas-
ketball and volleyball teams, and the skinny on how to 
win $50,000 by putting. Yeah, you heard me, putting. 
Don't believe me? Check it out for yourself. 
But the real apple of this grumpy editor's eye this 
week is Features. Editor Kevin Welsh has a timely article 
on winter depression, while J.J. McCullough scored an 
interview with former NDP MP, Svend Robinson, and he 
didn't shy away from asking the tough questions. 
This is student journalism at its brash and opinionated 
best, and it's all right here in your lovely little hands. Or 
meaty big hands. Or whatever style and type of hands 
you happen to have. Anyway, whaddaya waiting for, 
Christmas break? Yeah, me too. 
-Colin Miley, Managing Editor 
A&E 9 
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Camball Rivar Walcoming BC Cruisa 
Nicole Burton, N ews Editor 
An announcement was made this last week that the infa-
mous town to the north of us, Campbell River, will be 
soon constructing a highly anticipated Cruise Ship 
Terminal to encourage development, commerce, and 
tourism in the area. 
Minister of Western Economic Diversification, 
Stephen Owen, made a public announcement alongside 
the Minister of State (Sport), that the long-awaited 
Campbell River cruise ship terminal will soon be open for 
business, thanks to a $9 million investment from the gov-
ernment. 
"It is vital that British Columbia has the infrastructure 
necessary to capitalize on the growing opportunities with-
in the cruise ship and tourism industry," said Owen. 
"With this new terminal, Campbell River will soon be a 
destination of choice for travelers around the world." 
opnewseditor@gmail.com 4 
The new Campbell River Cruise Ship Terminal will 
an international port open to cruise ships worldwide. By 
accommodating the larger cruise ship vessels, the commu 
nity of Campbell River can take advantage of some of 
the economic benefits brought by visitors from around 
the world. The terminal will complement British 
Columbia's cruise ship industry, which is currently 
Canada's leading cruise ship centre. Campbell River is sit-
uated within the Discovery Passage, which makes it a 
feet destination port facility. 
From all of us here at the Other Press, we send our 
congratulations to the town of Campbell River and anx-
iously await the construction of their cruise terminal and 
impending tourism oasis. 
Wastarn Madia Shuns Tranquil FTAA Evants 
Violant minority highlightad instaad 
Erin Kaipenen, The Brock Press (Brock University) 
MAR DEL PLATA/ROSARIO, ARGENTINA (CUP)-
ewspapers and television media in both Canada and 
Argentina hugely exaggerated the gravity of a minor dis-
turbance in Mar del Plata this past Friday, the day of the 
official opening of the fourth Summit of the Americas. 
To begin with, news sources in Canada devoted little 
or no attention to the People's Summit, which began last 
Wednesday and finished with a street march and gathering 
in a soccer stadium on Friday. 
Perhaps this is because, aside from the dialogue 
between the people of the Americas (there were large 
groups of people from Cuba, Venezuela, Brazil, and 
Uruguay, and smaller groups from the other nations of 
the Americas), and aside from a reunion of Indigenous 
peoples from across the Americas, and aside from the 
attendance of about 10,000 people at the People's 
Summit, there was nothing of significance to report. 
The lack of media coverage at the People's Summit, 
however, had nothing to do with the lack of journalists or 
photographers in attendance; to the contrary, they were 
everywhere. 
No, the lack of media coverage of the People's 
Summit stems from the fact that before 4pm Friday after-
noon, the city of Mar del Plata was asleep. 
Residents and tourists alike fled amidst fears of vio-
lence and disturbances. 
Nearly all of the local businesses had closed and many 
had boarded up their shops with plywood. Mar del Plata, 
usually a bustling seaside destination, felt like the scene 
from Vanilla Sky when Tom Cruise's character finds him-
self driving through the abandoned streets of New York 
City at rush hour. 
That was Mar del Plata last week, even on Friday, the 
day of the arrival of the 34 heads of state (excluding 
Fidel Castro), and the day of the march against George 
Bush and the Free Trade Area of the Americas. 
The only street that was awake was Avenida 
Independencia, where some 10,000-30,000 (depending on 
the source) marched from downtown to the Estadio 
Mundialista. 
That's right, we, the people in opposition to the 
FTAA and to Bush marched away from the three rings of 
police fences and the some 60 blocks that made up the 
restricted zone. Although, and rightfully so, there was no 
shortage of anti-Bush sentiment, the march was peaceful. 
The massive reunion in the stadium illustrated this 
fact: the people gathered, nearly filling the stadium, to 
dance, chant, and listen to various performers including 
Cuban Silvio Rodriguez and to listen to a list of speakers 
which included Hebe Bonafini of the Mothers of the 
Plaza de Mayo, soccer-god Diego Maradona, and the 
President of Venezuela, Hugo Chavez. 
After Chavez's speech, most people left the stadium 
and went home. I went alone to the summit and didn't 
know the schedule of events, and because of what I 
"knew" of the Quebec summit (in quotations marks 
because now I don't know if I should believe the media 
stories about the 2001 summit either), I assumed that 
after the rally in the stadium the march would continue 
back downtown, to the fences and to the other Summit. 
But this was never on the agenda for the organizers of 
the People's Summit, so, at Spm, when the official summit 
opened, the streets of Mar del Plata were nearly as quiet 
as they had been during the days leading up to the arrival 
of the heads of state. This tranquility was not reported in 
the media. 
However, as soon as a small group of "punkateros" (a 
cross between punks and the sometimes violent bands of 
protesters, the Piqueteros, and a term borrowed from 
Rosario daily, La Capital), started clashing with police, the 
media had something to work with. 
This moment and the Argentine television coverage 
afterwards (as well as Canadian print coverage and cover-
age on the MSN/CTV /Sympatico website) confirmed to 
me that this is what the media (and many of its con-
sumers) wanted and expected of the Summit of the 
Americas. 
Some news sources in Argentina directly associated 
the disturbance on Avenida Colon with the "anti-sum-
mit," but those who broke windows, burned the Banco 
Galicia, and stole alfajores (Argentine sweets) from the 
local Havana cafe franchise, were not the same people 
who attended the People's Summit. 
News sources in Canada and Argentina varied in their 
estimates of the number involved in the clash with police, 
but they ranged from 300 to as many as 1,000. 
While I was not right there, (I maintained a distance 
of two or three blocks), in my opinion, there were fewer 
than 100, and more likely the number of rioters was 
between 20 and 30. 
Only on Sunday, two days later, did the Argentine 
press (Rosario Daily, La Capita~ revise this generous esti-
mate to be "a group of a little more than 50." In 
Saturday's newspapers and Friday's television coverage, 
those who clashed with police were "anti-globalization" 
protesters or "anti-Bush" protesters. Sunday, after some 
reflection, they were reduced to "punketeros" without any 
particular political. 
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26-Yaar -Old Jonathan Cota on Naw Wast Ballot 
Nicole Burton, News Editor 
In last week's Other Press News, we brought you infor-
mation on candidates running both in the Vancouver 
mayoral election and in the ew Westminster Civic elec-
tion. 
This week we are taking you back to the city you 
love, cherish, and go to school in, New Westminster. 
Jonathan Cote has made himself visible on campus a 
couple of times in the last month, once to give us a little 
more insight into his decision to run and why he thinks 
it is so important for young people to vote. 
Cote is a 26-year-old SFU graduate with a degree in 
Political Science and History, now resident of New 
Westminster. While this is his first time on the ballot for 
New West City Council, he has run in the past for coun-
cil in orth Vancouver. 
"My background in university was really something 
that drew me more into politics," says Cote. "In addition 
to the History and the Political Science, some of my 
studies were in Urban Planning, which I thought was 
always interesting. It is like studying how you can shape a 
community." 
So university was his spark-a bit of an ironic cir-
cumstance when most students in BC, and Canada, find 
themselves generally less involved in politics while they 
are studying. 
Fresh from post-secondary study halls, Cote still car-
ries a strong youth angle, both in his own perspective 
and his advocacy in campaigning for city council. ''Youth 
really don't have a representative voice on the Council." 
And as a result, a lot of issues don't get talked about. 
"Environment is a huge one-New West doesn't 
even have a policy around the environment for the city. I 
can't criticize their policy on the environment-because 
they have no policy, and that definitely needs to be 
addressed." 
Other issues include how New Westminster is going 
to be developed. Cote says it's not a matter of going 
against fhe move towards development in the city, but 
it's a matter of doing it right. That includes discussion 
on the environment, transit, affordable housing, and a 
host of other issues. 
"I also want to do something that's been on the table 
in city council for five years now, and that's to build a 
multi-purpose youth center for young people in this 
city." New Westminster has had plans to build such a 
facility since 2000, yet, Cote says, nothing has been 
touched in terms of implementation. 
If you take a look at some of his campaign materials, 
it's obvious that Jonathan has a couple of age groups in 
his mind that need to be addressed. In addition to cam-
paigning as a youth voice, Cote seems to understand that 
New Westminster has a high proportion of seniors-
particularly low-income seniors needing assistance from 
local government. 
Being on city council would allow Cote a pulpit from 
which to address local issues. "For example," Cote says, 
"city governments have an influence over how Translink 
operates in the city, and the board can push for public 
transit. Night buses were taken away and then brought 
back, but are still very infrequent. We can make deter-
mining changes around these issues in city council." 
He maintains that development remains the number 
one issue on the ballot this year, as it has been for the 
past five municipal elections. But Cote strongly feels that 
implementing the most important changes is going to 
require people-especially young people--coming out to 
vote on November 19. 
''Youth getting more involved in politics and having 
their voice heard is an important thing. I believe strongly 
in getting into elections. This is how a lot of campaigns 
and issues get started before they make it to policy." 
Everyone should remember that elections are fast 
approaching and are on Saturday, November 19. Be sure 
to look for your local voting station, and bring two 
pieces of government-issued ID. It is not necessary to 
pre-register. 
For more information about Jonathan Cote's campaign, visit: 
www. votecote. ca. 
Cruise Line Attacked by Pirates Off of Somalian Coast 
Region notorious for piracy 
Nicole Burton, News E ditor 
E 
.... 
, .. 
l 
· Hargeysa S 0 M A L I On Saturday, November 5, the luxury cruise liner the Seaborne Spirit, along 
with its 310 passengers, made internation-
al headlines after outmaneuvering a two-
boat team of pirates off of the coast of 
Somalia in East Africa. 
The ship--carrying primarily passen-
gers from Australia, Canada, and the 
United States-was approached in the 
early hours of the morning, and began 
their attack by firing rocket-propelled 
grenades and machine guns. The pirates 
chased the ship for several hours before 
giving up and deserting their unsuccessful 
mission. 
In addition to picking up speed and 
changing the ship's course, personnel also 
operated what is now known as a Long 
Range Acoustic Device, or LRAD against 
their attackers in order to drive the pirates 
away. The device is used by operating a 
massive object similar in appearance to a 
satellite dish, which then can emit blasts 
of ear-splitting noise in the direction of a 
small enemy vessel. The technology has 
been used on naval vessels worldwide 
since 2003. 
The sound of the noise emitted is 
similar to a smoke detector, but a little bit 
louder. Whereas a smoke detector emits 
between 80 to 90 decibels, the LRAD 
emits up to 150 decibels .. 
Somalia's coast has now witnessed 
more than 27 attacks by pirates in the last 
year alone, according to the London-
based International Maritime Bureau. 
opinionsubmit@hotm ail. com 
How to Reduce Our Dependance on Foreign Oil 
Lat ma "Count" tha ways 
As a teenager, I once accidentally stabbed 
myself in the wrist and, to my horror, bled 
crude oil. After a few moments of sheer 
panic, I realized that I was only hallucinat-
ing on some seriously great mushroom 
caps, but the effect was nevertheless pro-
found. Upon my release from the psychi-
atric ward of Riverview Hospital, I came 
to some important conclusions: a) psych 
wards are an amazing place to get free 
drugs; b) DO OT TOUCH MY TOES! 
DON'TTOUCHMYTOES! I'LL KILL 
YOU!; and c) we are bleeding the earth 
dry. 
Science proves that people are consum-
ing oil at an astronomical rate, but com-
mon sense dictates that the beans don't 
burn in the kitchen. What? I'LL KILL 
YOU! 
The Kawasaki Korporation has main-
tained for years that you can't get blood 
from a turnip (read You Can't Get Blood 
From a Turnip: W~ Dry Planets Don't Make 
Good Goulash for more information). 
Planet Earth is a finite resource and we 
must slow our vampire-like blood lust for 
oil. 
Every day, Saudi Arabians churn out 
millions and millions of barrels of oil. The 
stock market yins and yangs as production 
fluctuates. Prices rise and fall. 
Governments dip into strategic reserves in 
order to reduce the price at the pump by a 
few measly cents. Wars are waged in order 
to secure reserves while other resources 
are ignored because of their political unat-
tractiveness. With solar power, wind 
power, electricity, hydrogen cells, and even 
water-based fuel systems available today, 
doesn't anybody wonder why we haven't 
invested in or implemented these alterna-
tives yet? 
Governments have moved towards 
these innovational energy sources with the 
speed of a zombie. Naturally, the only 
power that is greater (and cooler) than 
zombie power is vampire power. And so, 
we believe everyone should begin sucking 
from the abundant supply of blood in the 
world. With all that blood sucking, it's only 
a matter of time before we all become 
vampire hybrids. Once we're vampires, we 
won't have to worry about traveling with 
oil-using, dioxide-producing gas guzzlers-
we could all fly by changing into bats. 
Vampire lore teaches us that the only 
way to become a vampire is to suffer a 
bite at the hands of one, followed by the 
drinking of the offending night-stalker's 
blood. This poses two problems: where 
would we find a vampire and, even if we 
do, that's a whole lot of biting for one 
vampire to do. 
The first problem, however, is easily 
solved: I'm a vampire. It's true; I've been 
living by night and hiding by day for over 
a decade now--drinking the nocturnal 
wine and burning the midnight oil. I'm not 
entirely sure how I became a vampire, but 
it must have happened during that three-
day rave when I smoked crack for the first 
time and came home bloodied and sca-
bies-ridden with two missing teeth. 
As for the second problem, again, 
Kawasaki's got your back. I'm fully pre-
pared to continue biting as many of you as 
I can. I've been experimenting on the 
interns that Cap College keeps sending 
over, and I'm sure that I'm getting close to 
perfecting the transformation. Granted, 
none have been successful yet, which has 
left a bloody mess on my hands at the 
Kawasaki offices, but nobody seems to 
miss the Cap students. 
If the Kawasaki Korporation is suc-
cessful in this endeavour, we will save on 
fuel costs, reduce the damage to the envi-
ronment, and improve the nightlife of 
Vancouver and other Canadian cities. 
As a child, didn't you always dream of 
flying? Well, by volunteering for the 
Kawasaki Korporation, you can stick your 
neck out and make a difference in the 
never-ending battle to reduce our depend-
ence on foreign oil. Stake a claim in the 
heart of Canada; become an eco-friendly 
vampire today. 
Editor's note: Blessed!J, David Su~ki's 
Science Matters column will return next week. 
And mcry Donald Kazvasaki never be mentioned 
again. 
• 
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How to Raduca Immigration to Canada: A Chacklist 
Sajia Kabir, OP Illegal Contributor 
I've always thought it hypocritical that a country which 
was founded on conquest and which still has issues with 
the status of indigenous peoples should try to shut 
down immigration on moral, as opposed to pragmatic, 
grounds. These suggestions, while probably not as saris-
fyingly macho as enforcing vigilante border patrol a Ia 
Minutemen, might help to deal with the root causes of 
immigration, as well as make for a better world in gen-
eral. 
Seven steps to consider: 
1. Stop befriending regimes which torture, dispossess, 
or systematically repress people. 
2. Sell fewer weapons. 
3. Pay workers in the Third World a living wage. Since 
the cost of living in these countries is much lower in 
dollar terms than in the West, corporations could 
afford to pay a wage that covered adequate food and 
shelter and still make an adequate profit. A living 
wage would also lead to a multiplier effect for the 
global economy. What Michael Moore said about a 
minimum wage for Americans applies a hundred-fold 
for people in Bangladesh and South Africa. 
4. Stop under-funding social services in the name of 
"structural adjustments," and stop degrading the 
environment of the Third World. No matter how 
bad healthcare is in Canada, it's got a long way to go 
before it falls below the standards of the developing 
world, and thus it will continue to be a draw for 
immigrants in search of a better life. Ditto with the 
environment: the poorly planned and regulated 
industrialization of the last two decades, while 
succeeding in raising living standards for some, has in 
Multicultural Chaos: 
WHI Canada ba tha Naxt Franca? 
lain Reeve, OP Columnist 
Canada prides itself on a great many things. From sim-
ple things like snow, politeness, and hockey, to bigger 
concepts like freedom, peace, and democracy. But let us 
not forget tolerance and diversity. Canada is growing 
incredibly quickly in ethnic diversity. We are one of the 
world's most diverse countries and have managed this 
diversity with a comparatively low amount of violent 
tension. Sure any country will, at some point, experi-
ence isolated incidents of racially motivated violence 
but we're far from widespread conflict. Right? 
Recent events in and around Paris have reminded us 
of the immense emotional weight that stands behind 
people's cultural beliefs. Many of you will no doubt 
remember the ban France placed last year on head-
scarves and other visibly religious paraphernalia in pub-
lic schools. The principle standing behind the law is not 
poorly placed. France wants to promote a religiously 
neutral environment in its schools and to prevent the 
possibility of discrimination based on religious orienta-
tion in the schools. It seems like they are trying to make 
steps towards what many think is a perfectly integrated 
society: a society where all the cultures in a state come 
together to create a unified culture, celebrating aspects 
of all its component parts; a nation where religion is 
allowed but is a more personal, internalized thing rather 
than an externalized expression. 
The problem, however, is that while the French gov-
ernment is more than willing to coax the ever-growing 
Muslim minority to embrace the wonders of multicul-
turalism and secularism, the first and even second-gen-
eration immigrants have some rather understandable 
hesitations. 
It is hard for many of us who were born in Canada 
to understand but adapting to a new culture is very dif-
ficult. Not only is it difficult to put everything you have 
been brought up to believe on the shelf-it's hard to 
decide if you should have to. Every immigrant must 
deal with finding a balance between their history and 
many ways adversely affected the health and well-
being of those who had little to begin with 
5. Provide reproductive services, including but not 
limited to abortion on demand, to women and men. 
As a matter of fact, anti-immigration groups of the 
US have been associated with the testing and 
dispensing of dangerous birth control methods such 
as Depo Provera and Norplant upon poor women of 
Bangladesh and other countries. No one wants an 
extension of the Chinese policies of forced 
abortions for the rest of the world. But both women 
and men of the Third World are willing and eager to 
use safe, healthy, and non-coercive methods of 
family planning to limit family size. 
6. Educate and empower women in general. This point 
deserves a ten-page essay of its own, to say the least. 
The United Nations Development Programme 
reports that the better-educated and more 
empowered women are, the lower the rates of child 
mortality, poverty, and malnutrition, among other 
benefits. 
7. Insist on more realism in the depiction of the 
Western world in Hollywood films. Think more 
Napoleon Dynamite, less Harry Potter. 
Editor's note: The Minutemen is a group of retired 
law professionals who work to protect America's 
borders. Desperate!J bored and trigger-happy, they 
can be studied at www.minutemen.com. 
their future; this is a very confusing time for most. Even 
the children of immigrants often grow up with pres-
sures from their family to maintain culture, preserve 
language, marry within the ethnicity, and perpetuate reli-
gion to their children. 
What I am trying to explicate is the huge strain this 
process puts on people. Thus, when government comes 
along and simply says, "get over it" or, "this is where 
you live, you have to do it our way or bugger off," 
feathers get quite understandably ruffled. 
As per usual, I do not condone the violence that has 
occurred in Paris-there are other ways to solve dis-
putes. But the government needs to understand that 
multiculturalism and a successful diverse society does 
not come from cramming rules down people's throats. 
It comes from being tolerant of other's beliefs and tak-
ing the time to grow together. Like any relationship it 
does not happen overnight. It takes years and, in some 
cases, generations of careful building to create some-
thing peaceful and pleasant to live in. 
In many ways, Canada has been a glowing example 
of this. We have balanced a hugely diverse population 
without any meltdowns like Paris is experiencing this 
week. The reason for this is that we have gone out of 
our way to accommodate difference rather than enforce 
conformity. We should be fine if we keep it up. 
.Obsarvations of a Cultura in Daclina 
Patrick Mackenzie, OP Contributor 
A couple of weeks ago, I decided I was too tired to 
cook after a long Wednesday at school. I stopped at my 
local pizzeria to have a beer and order a take-out pizza. 
Mter ordering, I leafed through a stack of several day-
old newspapers. I stopped at The Metro, one of the ubiq-
uitous tabloid-like free dailies that litter the Lower 
Mainland. On the front page, a thuggish looking guy 
with a waxed chest is posing in front of some kind of 
exercise deyjse-possibly a bench press, but I'm not sure-
petting a Laso Opso sitting on his lap. The headline 
read: "The New Male." Always intrigued by issues relat-
ed to the social construction of gender, I decided to 
give the article a read. 
Remember the metrosexual, that is, the heterosexual 
adoption of a gay male aesthetic? Well, apparently that 
is so 2002. ow there's a new heterosexual male hybrid 
called the "softcho." They're still macho, but soft. Get 
it? According to the article, softchos are guys who work 
as bouncers at nightclubs on Granville Street, lift 
weights, take steroids, play rugby, like to fight, but use 
moisturizer and shave their armpits. Apparently, they're 
really in touch with their feminine side. 
Excuse me while I stick my fingers down my throat 
and vomit! Oh my stars-! haven't had such a visceral 
response to cultural phenomenon in ages. The softcho? 
I beg your pardon but give me a macho, doofus, meat-
head any day, or least come up with a better moniker. 
Oh I know: "I'm a pathetic loser who's afraid my girl-
friend's gonna dump me because I suspect somewhere 
deep inside I really am just a middle-of-the-road ass-
hole." 
Here's my theory: perhaps, suspecting that big dumb 
guys, especially bouncers, have always been kind of 
unpopular, these paid thugs, gatekeepers to the oh-so-
boring hetero Vancouver nightlife, adopt a more femi-
nine-and I mean feminine as opposed to gay-aesthet-
ic. I'm just theorizing here, but I think these guys want it 
both ways: they want to be accepted as cool, fashion-
able, and being in touch with their feminine side yet 
they take jobs where the prerequisite is a predilection 
for mean spiritedness and exclusion. It is as if by wax-
ing their chest hair, using moisturizer and bathing in 
cologne, that superficial show of fashion sensibility will 
cancel out their deep desires for violence and control. 
The rationale seems to be that because they're wearing 
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hand cream, it's okay to punch some feckless guy's lights 
out. The hand cream will soften the blow; hell, it might 
even make it disappear. 
This, of course, is the height of absurdity. It's laugh-
able. It's sad. 
Say what you will about macho men: they're sexist, 
they're egotistical, they wear their pants too tight around 
the crotch. However, they know who they are. 
Furthermore, the macho man is archetypal. Do you 
think Odysseus was concerned about body hair when he 
kicked the asses of the suitors macking on his old lady 
Penelope? Do you think that Dirty Harry Callahan was 
worrying if his moisturizer would hold up as he blew 
holes into punks the size of dinner plates with his .44 
Magnum? 
The "softcho," on the other hand, is an insincere 
expression formed out of, among other things, a shal-
low culture that primarily values appearances. I think we 
live in an age where a gap has opened up in North 
American culture whereby exceptionally self-involved 
and uninteresting people can get a lot of attention. 
Everyone agrees that ours is a culture obsessed with 
celebrity; perhaps sensing that they are missing out on 
the action, big dumb guys are tyi.pg to carve out an 
identity that is simultaneously derivative and obnoxious. 
Their attempt to reinvent themselves using the template 
of a metrosexual, minus the homosexual overtones, dis-
plays their unoriginality and overt homophobia. 
But do we expect the bouncers for the worst night-
clubs in the city to be intelligent? 
The only people who could possibly take these 
goons seriously are themselves. Their obvious hijacking 
of the metrosexual aesthetic and labeling it "feminine" 
only makes them bigger clowns than they already are. 
Editorial Cartoon by JJ Me cunough 
Travel On An Amazing International Program! 
Are YOU ready? Discover other countries and other regions of 
Canada! Learn about social justice and development issues! Live 
and work with people from other cultures! Canada World Youth 
has international volunteer programs for youth 17 - 24. 
Contact CWY at www.canadaworldyouth.org 
or toll free 1-866-7-VOYAGE. 
Apply now for programs that start summer 2006! 
Apply Now! Priority deadline January 15, 2006. 
See website for programs for older youth, & NetCorps Internships! 
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Matric-Combat Rock 
Travis Paterson, OP Contributor and Moustache Ride Salesman 
cion of "Dead Disco," a Metric favourite and crowd 
pleaser. People were shouting for it, and they got it. And 
how. The song's long refrain, building and building, rising 
and rising, to this massive crescendo .. .it was like bub-
bling cheese on an Iron Maiden pizza. Somewhere in 
there was a little Queen salami, and some Sleater-Kinney 
tomato sauce. You're drunk, you're hungry, and you take 
a huge bite, burn the top of your mouth, and reach for 
more. 
Like most Indie-pop bands, Metric are definitely nois-
ier in person than they come across on the albums. Yes, 
this is a blunt observation, but lead singer Emily Haines 
lends so much talent with her vocal work that you could 
expect an operatic performance. A part of me wants to 
compare her to Gwen Stefani, but with Gwen's last 
effort, I'm not even gonna bother. Besides, Deena Cox 
(the Georgia Straigh~ did, and I'm probably better than her 
because I have a moustache. Metric are truly rock, punk, 
and pop with a melodic side, and in that order. Not pop 
music per se, but some sharp hooks and rhythms. Then 
As I headed down to catch Metric on October 30, I felt 
comfortable despite the pouring rain and cold wind, like I 
had been in that situation before, a classic October con-
cert night at the Commodore. Say that seven times. It was 
their second show of the day, both of which were easy 
sell-outs, the afternoon being an all-ages program. 
again, that's their recorded sound. This 
was the Commodore, where Metric put 
out an ear-shattering and massive, guitar 
grinding, bass thumping, wall of rock. 
A lot of that sound is due to James 
Qimmy) Shaw's masterful skill and 
prowess on the guitar. Jimmy and Emily 
returned to live in Toronto (after various The highlight of the show was the ten-minute rendi-
Mirrormash-Mora Mystifying than Mystarious 
Sajia Kabir, OP Contributor 
Regular readers of the Other Press may have 
noticed a preoccupation on the part of this 
reviewer with the work of Neil Gaiman. It gives 
me great sorrow to announce that Mirrormask, 
directed by Sandman cover artist and renowned 
illustrator, Dave McKean, co-written by Gaiman, 
and produced by the Jim Henson Company does 
not live up to the reputation of any of the parties 
involved. 
Helena is a teenage girl who wants to stop jug-
gling with the family circus and have a "normal 
life." After her mother falls dangerously ill follow-
ing one of their quarrels, Helena wakes up in a 
dream world separated from reality only by her 
elaborate charcoal-on-paper drawings. She has to 
find an object called the Mirrormask in order to 
save the White Queen and defeat the Black 
Queen, with only the masked Valentine to aid her. 
Gaiman has dealt with similar themes before, 
in the Sandman volume, A Game of You and very 
recently in the children's book Coraline. Here his 
character development is overly schematic and his 
moral conclusions are tending towards banality. 
As for the visual side, the cinematography makes 
The Brothers Grimm look like Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory--yes, it's that bad. There is a stark 
lack of distinctness in the lighting. If you really 
love Gaiman that much and have to see it, wait 
for the DVD rental. 
strings living across North America and the world) in 
2004, and are backed by Joules Scott-Key on drums, and 
Josh Winstead on bass. 
After watching Emily's kicking, screaming, wailing, 
head-banging, and keyboard playing for an hour, it 
occurred to me that she is hot, hot, red-hot. Being an old, 
moustachioed, hipster-trend following kind of guy, I'm 
aware that I'm late to pick up on the hot trends. Most 
notably, I'm late to notice that Emily Haines is more than 
just a sexy rocker, and more than just one of the many 
anthemic voices along side Feist, and the Stars' Amy 
Milan in the Broken Social Scene, and that she is, without 
a doubt, rock-star brilliant. 
Keeping with the Toronto theme of stage gangs, 
throughout the night band members from The Most 
Serene Republic and Metric joined each other on up 
front, dishing it out with gospel soul and tambourines. I 
came out of the show delightfully aware that I'd been 
rocked, and you just don't get that everyday in Vancouver. 
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I foulldlt on 
teh lllleiWelll 
I'm Wida Awakalt's Boring 
lain W. Reeve, 
Internet Super-Highway Hitchhiker 
This weeks website: 
www.engrish.com 
Vince Yun m:ninded me of a wonderful 
litdc slice of wcbbemet funny called 
wwv.tqrith;com. 
BetO!e 1 go OA to~ the woodct 
that is this site. Jet m,c fit# ay that there 
are two...,.. to kiok at a*~ moc:ks the--- of Ailan ~to 
English. The his tbe ~""' which 
is to say that those dang .Asims took so 
silly trying to speak English. ha ba ba. The 
second way, which allows you to enjoy the 
site without being a big racist ass-bat, is to 
understand that everyone looks dumb 
every once in a while when trying to speak 
or write another language. Try t:uking in 
Mandarin to someone who actually knows 
the language and you will undcrst:md we all 
wear egg on our face when learning anoth-
er language. With that sizable disclaimer 
let's get on with it. 
To clarify, a case of "engrish" is when 
someone who does not speak English 
attempts to write an English phrase with 
mixed and hilarious outcomes. This site 
does not take long to get funny. The open-
ing page hits you with the featured "engr-
ish" of the day and the rest is in all manner 
of dubious categories: everything from 
music and video game mishaps, to horribly 
misleading food menus and advertisements. 
Along with hours worth of hilarious pic-
tures is a store where you can pick up your 
own shirts, hats, or mousepads with all 
matter of nutty misconstrued phrases. And 
the best part you can submit your own 
engrish. A careful eye can notice some 
Vancouver classics such "Pho Bich Nigga" 
or "Fu King's Restaurant." Grorius. 
Send your submissions for "I Found It 
On The Intcrweb" to aeditor@gmail.com 
Kevin Lalonde, OP Contributor 
As we've discussed previously, there are many things that I 
don't understand. But one thing I do understand is pop and 
rock. These things make sense to me, and I love them very, 
very much, even more than my three illegitimate children in 
South Carolina. That said, it's time to get something out in 
the open. I hate Bright Eyes. 
Yep, I'm gonna burn for this one too, but it's true. And 
this time, it's not that I don't understand it, because I do. 
But it's boring. Conor Oberst is really, really boring. So 
what I don't get is why the hell this droning bed wetter is 
so goddarnn popular. 
Alright, the acoustic-ish portion of his double release 
from this last year, I'm Wide Awake It's Morning is, arguably, 
not that bad. It's not great, it's not innovative, it's not even 
particularly good, but there's really nothing "wrong" with it 
per se. I'd much rather listen to Dylan, or Ox, or Wilco 
most of the time, or almost anyone else for that matter. 
However, it's still not bad. 
What pisses me off is why he's so bloody popular. The 
guy releases three (THREE!) full-lengths in the space of a 
year, and they're picked up faster than a half-priced Neil 
Diamond collection at a Tampa Bay retirement home. And 
I just don't get it. I mean, fuck, it's boring! Darnnit! 
At this point, most people would probably suggest that 
I'm being unfair. Someone might turn to me and say "Hey! 
Fevers and Mirrors was a decent album! And Lifted had a few 
decent tracks on it too! Come to think of it, "Train 
50 Horror Classics 
Brent Morley, OP Contributor 
I am not one who subscribes to the current madness many 
people have of purchasing their own DVD libraries. The 
evidence is everywhere, one need only open any paper to 
find it littered with flyers from Best Buy, Future shop, A&B 
Sound, or just about any other major chain you can think 
of. They all have the same bunch of DVDs for sale: 
"Modern Classics" such as Spider-Man, Con Air, Juma'!}i, 
Bridge over the River Kwai, Pretry Woman, and Fist Full of 
Dollars. It's a perfect little collection of movies selected by 
our corporate overlords to represent all demographics of 
our society. Now there may be slight variations upon this 
such as The Incredible Hulk, Dcrys of Thunder, The Little 
Mermaid, The Great Escape, and Dirry Harry Magnum Force. 
These are all great flicks, however, I don't believe we are in 
any danger of having them disappear any time soon. One 
need only turn on TBS to see them. 
It's a different craving which drives true film aficiona-
dos to movies like Straw Dogs, one of Dustin Hoffman's 
Under Water" isn't all that bad either! If you hate that, you 
have to hate Billy Bragg too!" 
Here's where I pull an O'Reilly and tell you to shut up. 
Anyone can learn to pluck variations on the same three 
chords for an entire album. And at least Jeff Tweedy's voice 
isn't so bloody whiny and off-key all the time like Conor 
Oberst's. In fact, his voice doesn't suck at all. It's just so 
frustrating when someone is catapulted to the heights of 
underground fame for exhibiting only mediocrity. 
Regardless, it's not even Wide Awake that I hate so 
much, because at least it's trying to be something good. 
Like Wilco. It's this whole "oh my god, he's so creative, he 
can put out an electronic album and an acoustic album at 
the same time, then give us a live album! He's so amazing!" 
bullshit that keeps flowing out of all these emo kids' 
mouths. 
And let's be honest, Digital Ash in a Digital Urn was 
freaking annoying. Most of it anyway. Again, I have to 
admit, stuff like "I Believe in Sympathy" is catchy and 
decent. But, for example, "Ship in a Bottle?" It's so fake 
emo-rock, with that fake little-voice scream, and with the 
screaming baby and the rest of that shit? What the hell? 
Not only does it make no sense, but it's fucking grating, 
infuriating, and not musical in any way. If you want to 
make audio art, then make some audio art and leave us 
alone! 
lesser known films which was originally banned in Britain, a 
true everyman story with its thick tension that slowly builds 
to a screaming climax of rape and a pile of dead bodies. 
They haven't seemed to offer any of the Harmony Korine 
classics. Kids, with its scrutiny of urban youth, sexuality, and 
H.I.V Also, there is Gummo, his existentialist observation of 
life in the American Mid-west, cast, with a few exceptions, 
entirely with locals from the town it was shot in. Enough 
rambling, the point is that these movies being offered up 
are unworthy of my precious beer tickets and truly make 
for a sad and ordinary collection of cinema. 
However, there is a new collection out that is truly a 
worthwhile purchase. Fifty horror classics for $19.95, this 
unbelievable deal is advertised on TV and can also be 
found at www.50horrorclassics.com. It offers such great 
titles as the original Night of the Living Dead, which is cer-
tainly worth $19.95 on its own. But wait, there's more: 
Giant Swamp Zombie Leaches, Swamp Zombie Sex Robots, Zombie 
VS Vampire, Limb ucker Fiends, Blood Sucking Ultra Vixens 
from Hell, Dirry Hillbil!J Grave Robbers, Your Mom, Frea~ Blood 
Sucking Goats, Sabbath of the Corn Freaks, House of Rancor, 
House of Blood, House of Death, Monster House, Zombie Mutants 
from Outer Space, Outer Space Mutants, Space Vampires from 
Mars, Ghouls of the Night, Cadaver Eating Ghouls, and last but 
not least, Ghouls VS Mutants. 
The titles alone should entice your curiosity, but think 
about it, what these classics lack in, say, cinematic excel-
lence, they surely make up for in the "hoke" factor and 
pure creative expression. 
So splurge! So few things in life offer so much for so 
little. Who knows, you may even be inspired to get all your 
friends together and add your own classic to the archive of 
history. 
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Smith & Faruuson at tha Movias: Jarhaad-Walcoma to tha Suck 
Steph Smith and a team of Steph Smith stunt-women and a Brandon Ferguson in a pear-tree 
J HEAD 
OVEMBER4 
.} vu. 0 
Smith Says: 
lain H.R.W Reevebuckle somehow got launched into a strange time warp and 
remains stuck in the 1920s; as soon as we figure out how to get him back he will 
continue these ever so fun reviews. Until that time, the lovely Mr. Brandon "Where's 
my mullet gone to?" Ferguson accompanied little old me to the picture show to see 
Jarhead 
I must start out by saying that I love a good war film, and I love a good psycho-
logical head game of a film. Jarhead was the perfect combination of these two ideas. 
It portrays what happens to the minds and lives of those trained to fight and kill 
when they are stranded in the desert, unable do either 
From acclaimed director, Sam Mendes (of American Beau!J fame),Jarheadis the 
tale of life in Saudi Arabia during the Gulf War. Centred on the soldiers, their train-
ing, and their subsequent duties in the desert, the film is based on the non-fiction 
book of the same name. 
From the soldier's first days in training camp to his trek out to the desert, from 
boredom and delusions to loneliness and isolation, the feeling of futility fuels this 
story. Starring Jake Gyllenhaal, Jamie Foxx, and Peter Sarsgaard, Jarhead was surpris-
ingly well acted. Even with my incredibly biased opinion that Jamie Foxx is the most 
overrated actor in Hollywood, I felt he really shone. He was the epitome of what a 
staff sergeant should be. Jake Gyllenhaal has already proven himself to be a fabulous 
actor in my mind, but he really took this particular role to heart. At times he was 
funny, at times he was desperate, and at times he was downright frightening. 
But the most pleasant of all was the incredible performance of one Peter 
Sarsgaard. Intense and emotional, he was the shining star of the film. Not often does 
a tertiary character steal the show so completely, but he certainly did in this instance. 
If he doesn't get some type of award for this, I will eat yet another hat. (Hopefully, 
my diet will not end up consisting of mostly hats in the coming year.) 
The cinematography was also something to behold. Wide shots of the desert des-
olation added to the emotional nature of the film and built upon the feeling of 
emptiness that the surroundings convey. It was the type of filln that the audience 
cannot help but become engulfed in. 
Music in the film was almost perfectly used. It was music that would have been 
new or popular at the time with the exception of one song, that, while fitting, 
destroyed the filln's continuity for me, as it would not have been written for another 
two years. Placing that fumble aside, you could not have asked for a more appropriate 
selection of music. 
In the end, it was one of the most atypical war films I have ever seen. One of the 
characters remarked at the end of the movie, "The war is over, and I haven't even 
shot my rifle." It is not a movie about war, but about what happens to those trained 
for it, tossed into it, and told not to engage in it. On a scale of In the Army No11; to 
Full Metal Jacket, I give it a Platoon. 
Ferguson Says: 
The day started off as innocently as most, yet somehow more ambitious. Get up; 
masturbate; take a shower; masturbate; drink coffee; smoke a smoke; make breakfast; 
masturbate. By noon I'd be spent. But today was different. Today, I'd go and get a 
haircut. 
My haircut was $7 (with a $3 tip, that's only ten bucks and you're a pimp) from 
the dude at Attention Barber Shop. Best haircut of my life. The man cutting my hair 
was Iraqi. He was cordial, kind, and even gave me a hot tip on a job. We chatted 
about Middle Eastern politics and hockey. Long story long, I ended up with a Jarhead 
haircut from a kick-ass Iraqi dude. Hours later, fate was funny enough to take me to 
Jarhead Hoo-rah. 
The movie (Oh yes! A movie review is at hand ... ) was fantastic. Although various 
nay-sayers have since said that the whole thing's a rip-off of Full Metal Jacket, I dis-
agree in that each war, as unpopular as it is, brings with it a new set of social preten-
sions. In this conception of the first Gulf War, the airy-fairy notion of political pos-
turing becomes paramount to the plight of the troops on the ground. As such, we 
watch the good ol' boys of the Marine Corps ("This is my rifle, this is my gun'') pre-
pare, ad nauseum, for a war that just doesn't have the common courtesy to start. 
These boys want to kill-let 'em loose. 
Perhaps the most poignant moments of the movie come at both the beginning 
and the end: At boot camp, a still leery and shifty-eyed Jake Gyllenhaal responds to 
yet another drill sergeant's query of what brought you to the Marines by saying, "I 
must have gotten lost on the way to college, sir." His face is summarily implanted 
into the wall. 
Towards the end, after a mostly futile attempt at war due to the Air Force's 
incredible ability to incinerate every family sedan on the so-called Highway of Death, 
a distraught Peter Sarsgaard loses it over a high-ranking official's decision to deny a 
kill shot. 
In the end, the overwhelming feeling I was left with was this: The army is a place 
where the not-so-right-in-the-heads and anyone who was sane, such as Gyllenhaal's 
character, come together to be rendered so steely eyed as to never again hold a 
woman, build a home, or change a diaper without first re-visiting death. 
The cinematography is epic; from small shadows on an incandescent white desert 
skyline to dark shadows illuminated by the backdrop of burning oil fields-the effect 
is almost as disturbing as me commenting on cinematography. The direction is slow 
and methodical, as was the boring plight of the marine's training, masturbating, train-
ing, masturbating, etc. 
All in all, this isn't a movie that will make you stand up and say, "Fuck George 
Bush." It's a testament to new-age warfare, the destruction that buttons can cause, 
and farcical use of humans as means to an end. 
The Great Rock Roadtrip: 
The Decemberists in Oregon & Matt Good at 
the Commodore 
lain W Reeve, A&E Editor 
There comes a time in every young music lover's 
life when he or she must take off for far away 
places in search of all new types of rock. To 
this end, a large group of friends and I hopped 
~ 
in an overcrowded vehicle, ate litde more than 
jalapeno chips and sweet tarts, and put some 
rubber to pavement in search of new venues, 
new bands, unusual drinking laws, and funny-
talking locals. 
Our destination was Portland, Oregon, more 
specifically, the Roseland theatre and the 
Decemberists. This band had enchanted us with 
their brilliant release, Picaresque, and an alarm-
ingly entertaining show at the Commodore last 
April. The drive to Portland is about eight 
hours, more when you're driving through apoca-
lyptic weather, which we were. We made it first 
to our hotel and then to the venue just in time 
to catch opening act, The Minus Five, veteran 
rockers worth checking out. 
We were elated to see that the concert we 
were attending was being recorded to become a 
concert DVD. Opening with the 20-minute mas-
terpiece, "The Tain," it was clear that this partic-
ular concert, being both in their hometown and 
the subject of a DVD release, would be fantas-
tic. The band was on, playing with equal skill 
through the hop up and down songs, such as 
"Sixteen Military Wives," and through the hold 
someone and sway songs, such as 'We Both Go 
Down Together." 
Nowhere else in modern music do you get 
the same wonderful combination pirate music, 
English literature, and indie rock. And, as 
always, finishing the main part of their set with 
the infamous "Mariner's Revenge Song," the 
mood was more ecstatic than any song I've ever 
seen. There is still no concert experience that 
can match being told to scream while a member 
of the band pretends to eat you with a giant 
fake whale mouth. Splendid. 
The following morning, we took in some of 
downtown Portland's neatest attractions 0check 
out the side panel for a list of places to check 
• 
out should you take your own sojourn to ·s 
fine city. Afterwards, we hauled ass back to 
Canada, crossed the border without them even 
checking out IDs, and made it just in time for 
the doors to open at the Commodore, where 
they did check ID. It seems almost troublesome 
that it's easier to get into the country than the 
Commodore, but what do I know about securi-
ty? 
I am a long-time Matt Good fan. I' seen 
him countless times, own all his CDs, can recite 
the words to every song, and can even be spot-
ted if you look really hard in the video for 
'Weapon." Word on the street was that this is 
the last song Matty will be doing with his cur-
rent lineup and, not coincidentally, will be mov-
ing in a new, less hard-rock direction next time 
out. To that end, he seemed bent on rocking the 
lid off the Commodore on the second of two 
sold out nights. 
While many argue that the good ol' days are 
behind for Good, he's better than ever. This was 
a rock show. Loud as any I've ever heard at the 
Commodore, this sampling of his whole career 
had something for everyone. From mega-hits 
like "Hello Time Bomb" and "Everything is 
Automatic," to rarely played fan favourites like 
"Suburbia" and "Advertising on Police Cars;' it 
was a powerful performance by one of Canada's 
best. 
Perhaps the only disappointing thing about 
the show was the lack of Matt's usual delightful 
brand of on-stage commentary. He had a 
somber sense about him, one of a man standing 
on the brink of change. This was most empha-
sized during the second encore, which featured 
acoustic performances of ''Prime Time 
D eliverance" and "Generation X-Wing." Even 
having been a fan for some six or seven years, I 
had never heard the former performed live; it 
filled my cup for the night. 
This ends one chapter for Matt Good, his 
still large and dedicated fan base will now eager-
ly await the next part of the story. 
So get out there. Drive to a faraway land! See 
three concerts in two days! Follow a band across 
Canada! It will be something to tell the kids that 
will take away the pain of being blind, deaf, and 
dumb from too many concerts. 
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Svand Robinson Naw Baginnings for a Naw Damocrat 
J.J. McCullough, OP Contributor 
Svend Robinson was a longtime NDP member of the 
Canadian parliament, representing the city of Burnaby 
from 1979 to 2004. Well known thorough the country 
for his controversial views and left-wing activism, his 
career came to an abrupt end in the spring of 2004 
when he resigned after admitting to stealing a $21,000 
ring. I first interviewed Svend Robinson for the Other 
Press in 2004, shortly before his resignation. He has 
since announced his intention to return to politics, and 
thus I felt a second interview was in order. 
OP: Mr. Robinson, on behalf of the students of 
Douglas College, I'd like to thank you for once 
again agreeing to an interview with the Other 
Press. 
First off, how are you feeling these days? 
ROBINSON: I'm feeling great. I mean, I've lived 
through the year from Hell, and I'm feeling strong, I'm 
feeling healthy, and glad to be back in public life. 
OP: I want to ask you to respond to a charge we've 
been reading in a lot of newspaper editorial pages 
across the country since you announced your inten-
tion to run in the next election. 
Many are asking how can Svend Robinson claim he 
is mentally ill to the point where he can steal with-
out taking responsibility, but simultaneously NOT 
be mentally ill enough to prevent him from being 
able to serve as an MP? 
ROBINSON: Well, first of all I have never used men-
tal illness as an excuse for my actions. Never. 
Explanation? Yes. Excuse? No. 
We're talking about an event that took place 18 months 
ago-almost two years ago, on Good Friday, 2004, at a 
time that quite clearly I was struggling with some signif-
icant mental ht;:alth issues. I hadn't dealt with them and 
I should have, a long time previously. I didn't know that 
I was living with mental illness at that time. 
This is a year and a half later and we're now in a very 
different context in which I'm feeling strong and 
healthy. Part of what is important in my running is to 
demonstrate clearly that there is tremendous amount of 
stigma and fear and misunderstanding about mental ill-
ness. And the reality is that there are many, many people 
in our society, in all walks of life, in journalism, in poli-
tics, in the arts, who in fact are living with mental ill-
ness, just as there are people who are living with physi-
cal illness and physical disabilities. They are still able to 
not only do a great job, but to play leadership roles. And 
that's what I intend to do. 
OP: Do you think this whole experience has notice-
ably changed you? In other words, do you think the 
world will be seeing a different, perhaps a "calmer, 
gentler'' Svend Robinson in the future? 
ROBINSON: (laughs) I don't know about calmer and 
gentler. Does it change you? Of course it changes you. 
It was a terrible, painful, traumatic experience that I 
went through. I mean, I gave up a job that I loved, that 
I did for 25 years, and I think I did well. The circum-
stances in which I gave it up were devastating, and very 
humbling. 
So in terms of my relationships with other people, 
whether it's with my family, with my partner, with my 
colleagues, with my friends, of course that changes in 
an important way, and I'd like to think in a positive way. 
OP: There have also been rumors that your return 
to politics is not being enthusiastically welcomed 
by the NDP party establishment. Do you still feel 
as welcome in the party as ever, or do you think the 
NDP has started to move away from the sort of 
strong--some would say hardline-democratic 
socialist ideology that you are known for? 
ROBINSON: I've had tremendous response since I 
announced that I was coming back to public life. In 
fact, part of what led to my decision to return to public 
life was the support that I got from people, whether it 
was from former colleagues, constituents, [or] 
Canadians across the country who wrote and emailed to 
encourage me that they wanted to see my voice back in 
public life. In terms of my own colleagues, Jack Layton 
has been tremendously supportive from the beginning. 
From day one, he has been a huge supporter for me 
both personally and politically. Libby Davies, the House 
Leader, has been just an absolute rock, incredibly solid, 
again as a friend and a former colleague. 
Will there be some people within the party and outside 
who won't be thrilled to bits to see Svend Robinson 
returning to public life? Absolutely. They weren't happy 
when I was in public life, and they'd be just as happy if 
I was appointed ambassador to Outer Mongolia, but 
that's not going to happen. 
OP: An interesting fact I recently learned about you 
is that you were actually born in the United States, 
and that your family immigrated to Canada in the 
1960s. I was wondering what personal relevance, if 
any, being an American by birth had for you, espe-
cially in respect to your activist work protesting the 
United States. 
ROBINSON: Well, aside from First Nations people 
Canada is a nation of immigrants, some of us more 
recent than others. My values obviously were shaped in 
a very important way by upbringing, by my childhood, 
by the influence of my parents, both of whom were 
socialists and humanists. They took the very difficult-
and I think courageous--<lecision that they would not 
support an immoral war in Vietnam, and they pulled up 
their roots, and moved with the children, four of us, to 
move north to British Columbia. 
That shaped me in an important way. I think Canada 
was very fortunate to have received thousands and 
thousands of people who left the United States out of 
conscience. I think those families have made this coun-
try a much richer place. I feel very fortunate that I had 
that background. 
OP: Have you renounced your US citizenship? 
ROBINSON: I think probably technically I still am a 
dual citizen. I haven't really explored that. 
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OP: Moving on to your election campaign, when I 
last interviewed you, at one point you quite 
vigorously denied the allegation that you were in 
any way trying to politicize homosexuality, or the 
gay community. Yet you are now running for elec-
tion in the Vancouver Centre riding, which obvious-
ly is home to Vancouver's largest gay district. 
In that same interview you also criticized that rid-
ing for having elected, what you described as a 
"right wing Gordon Campbell clone" in the form of 
Liberal MLA Lorne Mayencourt. So, if the riding is 
not reliably safe NDP territory, isn't your candidacy 
there simply an attempt to mobilize the gay com-
munity in your favour? 
ROBINSON: No, not at all. Is it a challenge? Of 
course it's a challenge. The NDP has never won 
Vancouver Centre. But we did run a very strong cam-
paign in the last federal election in 2004. I think there's 
a real sense in Vancouver Centre that it's time for a 
change. 
Yes, there's a significant gay community there, but there 
are 100,000 people there. Vancouver Centre isn't just 
the west end. The gay community is an important part, 
but it's just one community. There's a very significant 
seniors community in Centre as well, and I've fought for 
many years on behalf of seniors, whether in Burnaby or 
nationally. 
Most importantly, I have lived almost half my adult life 
in Vancouver. I lived for almost a decade in the west 
end. I worked in Vancouver Centre, I drove taxis in 
downtown Vancouver, it helped put me through school. 
I worked as an all-night desk clerk in the Silvia Hotel, 
right in the heart of Vancouver Centre. I also represent-
ed the city of Vancouver for almost ten years in parlia-
ment, along with Burnaby. Many people don't know 
that, but my riding included it. I was one of the five 
MPs that represented the city of Vancouver. 
Obviously I'm not going to go back to my old riding 
because it's now represented by my former assistant, Bill 
Siksay, who's doing a great job. So Vancouver Centre is 
an obvious alternative for me. 
OP: At this point, with the NDP holding the effec-
tive balance of power in a Liberal minority govern-
ment, do you think your party has achieved a 
"peak" of sorts, in terms of power and relevance? 
Is there really much more the NDP can aspire to? 
ROBINSON: Absolutely. There are two things we can 
aspire to. First, in the next election we should elect 
many more ew Democrats, to have the real clout in 
that parliament. We don't fully have the balance of 
power in this one; it's a knife edge. What I'd say to peo-
ple is, "Look what we've been able to achieve with 18 
ew D emocrat members of parliament." We've been 
able to achieve a huge amount. Imagine how much bet-
ter public life would be in this country if we had many 
more ew D emocrats. 
So step one is to elect a lot more ew D emocrats. And 
step two is to form a government in this country. I 
believe with every bone in my body that in my lifetime 
we're going to see that happen, absolutely. 
OP: Having been an outsider to this minority gov-
ernment saga, and the NDP's role in it, did you 
ever see Mr. Layton do something and think, "Gee, 
if I had been there I would have been arguing with 
him to take a way different approach?" 
ROBINSON: It would be totally inappropriate for me 
to try and second-guess what Jack has done, or what the 
caucus has done. I haven't been at the table but I look 
forward to returning to that table and having a voice. I 
have tremendous respect for Jack Layton. I think he's 
done just a terrific job as leader. He's put us on the map 
in this country, and he's put issues that that I certainly 
care about passionately and New Democrats care about 
passionately front and center on the political agenda. 
OP: Finally, I thought I'd end with a rather open-
ended question. You're obviously a very out in the 
open, controversial sort of character. 
ROBINSON: Me? (laughs) 
OP: Well I'd say you're easily one of the best-
known MPs. But I'd like to know, what do you 
think is the biggest misconception you think peo-
ple have about you? 
ROBINSON: Well, I think there are two, if I can take 
liberties with your question. 
One is the accusation that I'm not a team player, and 
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the second is the accusation that I'm a media slut. 
Those are the two that are both dishonest and hurtful. 
I've been a New Democrat since I was 14 years old. 
That's my team, and I have been a loyal and hardwork-
ing member of that team. There have been times when 
I have challenged the leadership, and times when I have 
challenged my own caucus colleagues when I felt that 
they took stands that were at variance with our core val-
ues as a movement and a party, and I'd do that again 
tomorrow. 
In terms of the media slut charge, you hear that more 
than anyone else from people in the media. The irony in 
it is that I have been, and I say modestly, probably one 
of the most effective members in actually getting the 
message out, sometimes creatively, sometimes contro-
versially. I've been on the front lines, whether it's been 
at Clayoquot Sound, or whether it's been with Sue 
Rodriguez, whether it's been on anti-war activities, and 
you pay a price for that. But ultimately, I've put those 
issues on the political agenda in this country, sometimes 
almost alone. I think that's doing your job effectively 
and making a difference. 
OP: Well Mr. Robinson, another good interview. 
Thank you sir, and best of luck in the future. 
To read the full text of the interview, including 
Robinson's thoughts on taking the Pledge of Allegiance 
in third grade and missing out on the minority parlia-
ment of 2005, check out www.theotherpress.ca. 
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The original quote was by Mark Twain, and it goes like this: 
"A man cannot be comfortable without his own approval." 
Then I got the candidates to fill in the blank, and they goes like this: 
1) "A man cannot be comfortable without his own "nice set of cock and 
balls." 
- Scott C., automotive mechanics, 
Kwantlen College 
2) "A man cannot be comfortable without his own "sense of superiority." 
- Ryan H., sciences, Capilano 
College 
3) "A man cannot be comfortable without his own "bed." 
- Lisa R., film studies, VFS 
4) "A man cannot be comfortable without his own "purse." 
- Maria I., nail technician, 
Words and photographs by: Jennifer Aird 
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Tips on daaling with daprassion 
Kevin Welsh, Features Editor 
It's November. You're mired in the middle of a long, 
hard, stressful semester. The four classes you're tackling 
leave just enough time for you to supplement your stu-
dent loan by working 16 hours a week at Office Depot, 
Michael's, Best Buy, or (shudder) The Other Press. Bills 
are due, rent's due, and homework's due. Now, the sky 
is a permanent overcast-grey gloom is the forecast for 
at least the next four months. 
For those of us dealing with depression (and, really, 
who isn't to some degree) this is the time of year when 
we often become the most susceptible to the big "D." 
Not only has summer ended, but also the colours of 
fall have been swept away by wind and rain. We begin 
to have difficulties facing each day-small, easy tasks 
such as preparing food and picking up after ourselves 
morph into monumental challenges. God forbid any 
large, stressful matters rear their ugly heads unexpect-
edly. Emotional and mental breakdowns sometimes 
occur. 
Depression is something that will touch most of us 
at some point in our lives. Those of us with a little less 
luck are revisited by serious bouts more than a few 
times a year. To be clear, I'm not talking about being 
down in the dumps, or having a rough day. Full-blown 
depression can often be debilitating and bring a normal 
(or abnormal, I suppose) life to a screeching, sudden 
halt. 
It is often said that the worst thing someone deal-
ing with depression can do about it is nothing. The fact 
of the matter is, there are far more damaging ways to 
deal with depression than nothing. But nobody needs 
to be lectured on the detriments of temporary escape: 
we all know the pitfalls and most of us choose to par-
take from time to time anyways. This is about doing 
something, what can be done, and what should be 
done. There are options available and people willing to 
help. 
Do You Have Depression? 
If you haven't previously been diagnosed with 
depression, but suspect you currently or have suffered 
in the past, I'm going to be extremely clear on this: Go 
speak with your family doctor. It is of the utmost 
importance that you speak with a qualified professional 
who is intimate with your history of physical and men-
tal health. With that in mind, we can, responsibly, print 
a list of symptoms that are often associated with 
depression. If you find yourself suffering from any 
combination of the following symptoms, consider vis-
iting your doctor: 
• Loss of interest 
• Feeling sad 
• Lack of sex drive 
• Feeling lethargic 
• Feeling restless 
• Change in weight or appetite 
• Thoughts of death, suicide, or self-mutilation 
• Problems concentrating 
• Problems making decisions 
• Sleeping too little or too much 
• Feeling pessimistic, lost, or hopeless 
• Anxiety or panic attacks 
Treating Depression 
Your chances of successfully treating a bout of 
depression with medication or therapy improve the 
sooner you act. Again, by working with a doctor whom 
you trust, there are multiple ways of treating depres-
sion. Medication is, by far, the most popular route, but 
psychotherapy, electroconvulsive therapy (EC1), and 
light therapy are also available. And don't forget about 
holistic and natural approaches (such as physical activi-
ty, sports, sleeping patterns, and a proper diet) to help 
with the problem as well. 
Medication 
Many people are currently on anti-depressant med-
ication. It is popular, effective, and allows your life to 
continue uninterrupted. When starting out on a med-
ication, be prepared to give it ~ weeks before show-
ing any signs of improvement or otherwise. Anti-
depressants are not like a drug-you don't pop one 
and suddenly feel better. It is the gradual, slow-build-
up of chemicals that help negate the depression. 
The improvement, as well, is slow and gradual, to a 
opfe a ture s @grnail. corn 18 
degree that some people don't even realize they're not 
depressed anymore. 
There are many different types of medication, and 
if you are put on some, keep in mind that your doctor 
or therapist has put some thought into which type to 
try you on first. Pay attention to how you're feeling 
while the medication builds-up, and keep an eye out for 
any side-effects. Sometimes, doctors will warn their 
patients about any possible side-effects, but depending 
on the psyche of the patient, sometimes they will 
choose not to. Knowledge of side-effects can have a 
psychosamatic effect on the patient-if they are con-
vinced they will suffer from side-effects some patients 
can make themselves believe, or actually find a way, to 
suffer from them. 
Even if you are suffering from side-effects, remem-
ber it is not a good idea to suddenly stop taking your 
medication. You must be weaned off the drug just as 
you are weaned on. Suddenly stopping can have a detri-
mental effect on your health. Work with your physician 
on this one, and follow the directions to the letter. 
Psychotherapy 
With psychotherapy, you work with a qualified ther-
apist to find the cause of your depression, face it, and 
deal with it. Psychotherapy can often be successful 
when used with an anti-depressant medication. There 
are three main types of psychotherapy: 
• Behavioral-focuses on current behaviours 
• Cognitive-focuses on thoughts and thinking 
patterns 
• Interpersonal-focuses on relationships with other 
people in your life 
Psychotherapy can either be one-on-one, with a 
group of people suffering from similar conditions, or 
with members of your support group (friends or fami-
ly) present. Though psychotherapy is effective, remem-
ber that you must work at it for it to be successful. 
Electroconvulsive Therapy (ECT) 
There is a stigma attached to ECT-people still think 
it's shock treatment. Well, great strides have been made 
in this area, and ECT is still practiced on severely 
depressed patients. Anasthesia and muscle relaxants are 
used to prevent pain and harm during the treatment. 
ECT, obviously, should only be undertaken if the 
patient, their doctor, and any other professionals work-
ing with the patient agree on it. Immediate improve-
ment is often felt by patients, but comes hand-in-hand 
with short-term memory loss. 
Remember, if you suspect you have depression, 
consult your doctor (or take advantage of the free 
counselling services at Douglas College), tell them how 
you're feeling, answer their questions honestly and 
openly, and ask lots of questions yourself. By working 
together with qualified, trusted professionals, you can 
actually be back to living your normal life and taking 
care of yourself in no time. 
COMICS 
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S5D,OOO Smark-a-rooniasl 
CSRW Announcement 
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The contest gives spectators four chances to win 
prizes and or cash, the biggest prize being the $50,000 
smack-a-roonies. Can you say, "Payoff your student 
loans?" D uring the half time of the basketball games 
and after the second game of volleyball matches, one 
lucky spectator's name is drawn for the opportunity at 
the big prize. In order to get the chance at the big 
prize, contestants have three putts, all of which have an 
opportunity to win something cool. 
Here's how the whole thing works. Each contestant 
is given three putts, regardless. The first is a 10-foot 
putt, which will win you a $10 gift certificate. Dropping 
the ball in the hole from 20 feet is the second putt 
opportunity, and will win the contestant a $50 gift cer-
tificate. The third putt, from 40 feet, places a whopping 
$100 into the hands of the contestant who successfully 
sinks the ball. Now, the contestant who is successful at 
making all three previous putts has the chance to win 
$50,000, if they can sink a 50-foot putt. 
"I think it's a great opportunity for students, 
employees, and members of the community to have an 
opportunity to win a big prize" said Athletic Director, 
Lou Rene Legge, who has offered other successful 
contests in the past at Douglas athletic events. Past 
contests have included the "$10,000 Half Court Shot" 
and the ''Win Your Tuition" contest, which gave stu-
dents who attended basketball and volleyball an oppor-
tunity to have their student tuition fees paid for in full. 
The Centre for Sport, Recreation and Wellness' 
Athletic department is offering Douglas College specta-
tors an opportunity to win to $50,000. Yes, this is real 
cold hard cash. The "So You Think You Can Putt" 
contest has generated a lot of interest from students 
and the surrounding New Westminster community. "I 
thought it was a joke," said Mike Bauer, New 
Westminster resident. "So I can actually win 50 grand?" 
he continued. Yes, and so can everyone who can stroke 
a putt on our indoor green. 
So, if you have tucked your clubs away for the win-
ter, at least pull out your putter and keep your short 
game sharp. The contest will be offered at every 
Douglas College home game and tickets can be pur-
chased at the door, one for $1 or three for $2. 
Proceeds go towards the Athletic Endowment, which 
help support Douglas College students. 
Say WHAT? Weekly Sports Quote 
"I have seen cow pastures that look better than that." 
-Nationals' President Tony Tavares, on the playing field at RFK Stadium (Washington Times, October 1, 2005). 
UPCOMING 
GAMES 
LEGEND 
Badminton 
Baseball 
Basketball (Women/ Men) 
Cross Country 
Golf 
Rugby (Women/Men) 
Soccer (Women/Men) 
Volleyball (Women/ Men) 
Wheelchair Basketball 
Wrestling 
BAD 
BASE 
WBB/MBB 
CROSS 
GOLF 
WRUG/MRUG 
WSOC/MSOC 
WVB/MVB 
WCHBB 
WREST 
Friday, November 18 
WBB vs. Whatcom Orcas @ New West-6pm 
Saturday, November 19 
WBB/MBB vs. Okanagan @New West 
Campus-Women: 6pm, Men: 8pm 
WCHBB-Tournament #1@ New West 
Campus- 9am-4pm 
WVB/ MVB @ Okanagan-Kelowna, BC-Women: 
6pm, Men: 8pm 
WRUG (Premier)@ Nanaimo-Nanaimo, BC-lpm 
WRUG (Div.II) @ Langley-Langley, BC-2pm 
MRUG (1st Div.)@ Surrey-Surrey, BC-2:30pm 
MRUG (2nd Div.)@ Surrey-Surrey, BC-lpm 
MRUG (3rd Div.)@ Capilano 2-North Vancouver, 
BC-11:30am 
WREST @ SOU Open-Ashland, OR-All D ay 
• 
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varsity Athletes on Drugs 
500 parcant incraasa in positiva tast rata a "problam" for CIS 
By Chris Black, The Silhouette (McMaster University) 
HAMILTON (CUP)-University athletes have become the oudaws of amateur 
Canadian sport. 
The Canadian Centre for Ethics in Sport (CCES), a federally funded agency that 
oversees drug testing for Canadian athletes, has seen a dramatic rise in positive tests 
in the past few months, and pot-smoking students from ova Scotia to British 
Columbia are to blame. 
Since the inclusion of marijuana on the CCES banned substances list in January 
2004, eight Canadian Interuniversity Sport (CIS) athletes have failed drug tests-this 
after only 30 positive tests were recorded among all university athletes from 1990 to 
2003. 
"The CCES has dealt with a large number of adverse analytical findings for ath-
lete use of marijuana since the beginning of 2004, when cannabinoids were added 
to the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) prohibited list," said Jeremy Luke, sen-
ior manager of the CCES doping control program. 
With approximately 5,000 tests administered to varsity athletes since 1990, the 
positive rate hovered around 0.6 percent for 13 years. From October to December 
2004, that positive rate increased by 500 percent, as 3 percent of CIS athletes tested 
failed. 
"The problem is seen mosdy in Canadian Interuniversity Sport ... our message is 
simple: Athletes should not risk their sporting careers through cannabis use," Luke 
said. 
This is where Luke raises an interesting point, and a highly debated issue among 
administrators and athletes: Are athletes risking anything by using cannabis? Now 
that it is a banned substance, they surely risk the embarrassment of a positive test, 
but should it be banned? 
"The (World Anti-Doping Agency) forced our hand," said Joseph de Pencier, 
director of sport services for the CCES, in an interview with the Silhouette last year. 
"While we do not view cannabis as performance-enhancing, it's contrary to the 
spirit of sport," said de Pencier. 
In order to encourage honest and open dialogue, The Silhouette conducted an 
anonymous poll of varsity athletes at McMaster University, and drew interesting 
responses concerning testing for marijuana. 
"I don't think we should be tested for it; it's not performance-enhancing in any 
way, and we're not professional athletes who are looked up to," one athlete said. 
"If we want athletics to be taken seriously in this country, we should be tested. 
Whether it's performance enhancing or not, it's still an illegal substance," another 
athlete said. 
"Perhaps if hot dog or pie eating contests were CIS sports, then I could see the 
arguments for it being performance testing," a former OUA all-star said. 
'We have to accept the rules that are given to us," de Pencier told Canada.com 
in January. "We perhaps would like to see a little more flexibility on stuff like this 
that is not so central to the fight against doping." 
It is surprising that de Pencier wants more flexibility, given that the CCES 
already punishes athletes who test positive for marijuana with a meagre warning and 
reprimand. However, his desire to further loosen the rules speaks volumes about 
Canada's actual attitude toward marijuana use. 
While some countries, led by the United States, pushed for the inclusion of mar-
ijuana onto WADA's banned substances list, Canada objected to it being added. 
The CCES's push for more flexibility comes from the requirement they publicly 
report all anti-doping rule violations. CIS chief executive officer Marg McGregor 
maintains she and the CIS have doubts about the requirements of a press release. 
'We certainly have questioned, is it really necessary to do a media release, 
because there is the public embarrassment, and potentially it has some impact on 
the career choices of student athletes who might have wanted to go into law 
enforcement or law school or whatever," McGregor told Canada.com. "Now if you 
just Google their name, up would pop up a cannabis infraction." 
A perfect example would be Ivan Birungi, a star wide receiver for Acadia 
University. Birungi tested positive for marijuana at the Adantic University Sport 
semi-final on November 6, 2004. In addition to the national press release detailing 
his positive test, Birungi, who scored 11 touchdowns during the season, also had to 
forfeit his all-Canadian status based on testing positive for a substance that CCES 
executives admit is "not performance enhancing." 
Most McMaster athletes who were surveyed said that the press release is count-
er-productive. 
"I don't think embarrassing the athlete publicly is the answer. Most people at the 
very least have experimented with weed in their lives, whether it's an athlete, a regu-
lar student, or our parents. It seems hypocritical to point out the athletes in the pub-
lic," one athlete said. 
While the CCES may cringe at forced punishments, as long as cannabis is on the 
banned substances list, de Pencier said he hopes the warnings and press releases will 
have a "deterrent effect" on athletes. 
A recent McMaster survey found that 54 percent of athletes polled had used 
marijuana in the past year. 
"I'd say that around 50 percent of the athletes here at Mac have smoked in the 
last year," one athlete said. "I know that 90 percent of the guys I hang out with do. 
And I'd probably say 60 or 70 percent of my team does." 
One athlete said that-regardless of the embarrassment-the punishment 
wouldn't reduce consumption. 
"For the average athlete, I don't think it will have any effect," the Marauder said. 
"The only way to reduce it is to increase the chances of getting caught, not to 
increase the penalties." 
As an organization like the CIS has more serious issues, such as funding, to deal 
with, many athletes at McMaster question the resources being put into testing. 
"I'm not sure if it costs more to include testing for marijuana, but if it does, that 
money could definitely be spent better elsewhere," said one athlete from a smaller, 
struggling sport. 
"The way the World Code and the (banned) list treat cannabis is not quite right," 
de Pencier told Canada.com, "and we intend to continue pursuing that issue interna-
tionally. But it takes a lot of time and money to do this and maybe in the fight 
against doping, that shouldn't be the priority." 
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WRITE 
For 
The Other Press 
Contributors wanted. Please send 
articles andjor questions to the 
editor: othereditor@yahoo.ca 
Classifiads 
Submit Classifeds to classifieds at othereditor@yahoo.ca 
Students advertise for free! 
For free student classifieds up 
to 30 words, email: 
othereditor@yahoo.ca with your 
name, student number, and 
desired section, and put "classi-
fied" in the subject line. 
Fast Cash Ads: 3 lines, 3 times 
for $20 (30 words max). Open 
rate of $5 per line. Enquiries: 
call our advertising manager at 
604.525.3542. 
Pictures 
Classified pictures are $10 each 
printing. The picrure size is 
3.5cm x 2.5cm, black and white. 
When placing an ad please 
remember. .. 
All ads must be received by 
Thursday to be published in the 
following Wednesday's paper. 
Check your ad for errors and 
please call or email our offices 
to report any corrections. To 
ensure the integrity of our stu-
dent newspaper, we reserve the 
right to revise, reclassify, edit, or 
refuse your ad. 
For Sala 
Two 128MB Memory Modules 
184PIN DDR PC2100 DIMM 
With original packages. 
A Steal at $45! E-Mail me at 
email@scottelliott.com. 
1980 Honda CB650 
parts, $5 and up. Email 
redcoat1812@hotmail.com. 
P4 2.4GHz system with window case, 
80GB HDD, 256MB, DDR400, 16x DL 
DVD±RW, and a FREE mouse for a 
GREAT price of $455. Everything brand 
new. Please contact Andre at 
acepccanada@gmail.com if interested. 
Herbal products to improve your health. 
Choose an alternative to conventional 
medicine. Safe and easy to use. Contact 
Alex at narural_cures@hotmail.com or 
604.589.8728 
For Rant 
Room for rent 
Furnished room in a quiet townhouse. Oose 
to David Lam Campus. n/ s, n/ cl, and mature 
quiet student please. Prefer female 
Highspeed internet ready. Utility included $390. 
email mcdo552@telus.net 
or call604-552-2488 and ask for Elizabeth. 
I Saw You 
I saw you at WPNCUP. You were sleeping 
and I was snapping photos. You are an 
overreactive wang-on who should learn to 
take a joke. Boo hoo, you got picked on. 
Life sucks, get a helmet. See ya back in 
Ritzville. 
Sarvicas 
Tutor/Proofreader (Ph.D) $25/hour for 
essays, thesis, etc. 604.837.1016 
or editor888@hotmail.com. 
Professional tutor, writing coach, and edi-
tor can help with English 130, 106, 112, 
and 109; also Business Communications, 
reports, letters, and resumes. Quality guar-
anteed. The Writer's Touch, www.writer-
stouch.net 604.437.6069. 
Vancouver Support group for stutterers. 
Every alternate Friday, 7-9pm. Room 4310, 
New West campus. For more info, contact 
Mary Rose Labandelo: 604.526.1735 
Wantad 
OPTions for Sexual Health (formerly 
Planned Parenthood) is looking for volun-
teers to assist on the Facts of Life Line, a 
toll-free, confidential, sexual health infor-
mation and referral resource line. Call 
604.731.4552 ext. 224, or visit 
www.optionsforsexualhealth.com. 
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AVID HALO 2 PLAYER eed to have 
Halo2 game and XBOX Live. Please contact 
by email. Jamie Campbell. Jamie 
Campbell12345@hotmail.com 
WATER POLO Players Wanted 
Students interested in participating 
in Intramural/Varsity Douglas Water Polo 
call: (604)777-6029(ext# 3) or 
email:sessionpolo@yahoo.ca 
for more information. 
Teach English 
Overseas 
~~ Jt~~ ; 
• Intensive 60-Hour Program 
• Classroom Management Techniques 
• Detailed Leason Planning 
• Comprehensive Teaching Materials 
a Internationally Recognized Certificate 
• Teacher Placement Service 
• Job Guarantee Included 
• Thousands of Satisfied Students 
OXFORD 
SEMINARS 
780·428·8700 /1·800·779·1779 
www.oxfordseminars.com 
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THIS WEEK IN COQUITLAM 
Council won't clean Coquitlam River 
Brady Ehler, Coquitlam Rep. 
Last Call 
Amanda Ailanan, OP Columnist 
Dear Amanda, 
This is difficult for me to write about, probably because 
I've been trying to pretend that nothing is wrong, and, 
in a way, writing to you about it is making it "real" for 
me. 
For the past few weeks, I've been suffering from 
severe headaches and dizzy spells and last night I passed 
out while I was waiting in line at an ATM. All of that is 
scary enough, but when you consider the fact that my 
mother died of a brain tumour when she was 32 (I'm 
28) I'm sure you can see why I'm worried. 
I don't know why I'm writing to you-perhaps you 
know of some logical, non-fatal explanation for my 
A majority vote at a recent city council meet-
ing in Coquitlam has ruled in favour of 
renewing the soil removal permit for local 
gravel pit operators, despite the fact that sedi-
ment from the mining operations continues 
to be a cause of heavy pollution in the 
Coquitlam River. 
The Coquitlam River is ranked number 
six on the Outdoor Recreation Council 
(ORC) of 2005 BC's Endangered Rivers List, 
sitting between the Chilliwack (Vedder River) 
(#5) and the Okanagan (#7). The list states 
that the main cause of pollution in the 
Coquitlam River is excessive sediment loads 
caused by local gravel mining. The sediment 
is causing significant build up in some areas 
and for 200 days out of every year, the silt 
and sediment reach levels that are damaging 
to fish. With the added stress of an increase 
of urbanisation in the area and a growing 
number of bridges adding to the pollution of 
the river, it is more important than ever to 
keep the river clean. The ORC's list was 
determined by solicited nominations from the 
ORC's 120,000 members, as well as nomina-
tions from the general public. 
The original vote to renew the soil 
removal permit was scheduled to take place 
last month on October 17, however, council-
lor Fin Donnelly put forward a motion to 
review the gravel mining companies environ-
mental records. As a result, the review date 
was pushed forward to November 7. Despite 
a strong opposition against the permit renew-
al, spearheaded by community activist and 
president of the Hoy and Scott River 
Watershed society, Tim Tyler, the permit was 
renewed by an overwhelming majority. 
During the meeting, Tyler presented scientific 
readings from the two city-installed monitor-
ing stations, which linked pollution of the 
river to the mining operations, and gave rec-
ommendations for the future enforcement of 
gravel companies. 
Tyler strongly believes that " ... the process 
to remedy this particular problem is both 
political and legal in nature .... " In response 
to the question of whether the problem will 
fix itself, Tyler asserts, "The DFO 
(Department of Fisheries and Oceans] isn't 
going to do it for us, the Province isn't going 
to do it for us, only WE are going to do it for 
us ... we don't have to put up with this. It's the 
only way we are going to win." 
For more information, check out 
www.savecoquitlamriver.com. 
recent problems, or maybe I just really need someone to 
talk to--either way, I look forward to your response. 
This "Christian" woman left her "Christian" family 
in Louisiana and moved in with the new-age D'Arnico-
Flisher family (or, as Marguerite calls them, "the dark-
sided" people) in Massachusetts. I say "Christian" in 
quotations, because there is nothing Christian about this 
wackjob--at least not in the true sense of the word. 
Sincerely, 
Molly 
Dear Molly, 
Uh, I don't know dude ... you should probably see a 
doctor or something. 
But enough about you, did you happen to catch 
Trading Spouses on FOX last week, or were you to preoc-
cupied with the whole "brain tumour" thing? Man, talk 
about not right in the head, there was this totally crazy 
800 lb hillbilly woman shouting about being a "God 
Warrior." It was awesome! 
If you missed it, you can check out the highlight reel 
at www.iftlm.com/ifilmdetail/2681739?htv=12 
If you've never watched the show before, you really 
should start-there's more to life than obsessing about 
tumours, you know. The premise is, for one week the 
mothers of two families with different backgrounds (be 
they socio, economic, religious, or other) swap places 
for parenting enlightenment and 50,000 bucks. The 
catch is that the "new" mom gets to decide how the 
other family spends its windfall. Okay, pretty standard 
reality TV fare, but that was before the God Warrior, 
a.k.a Marguerite Perrin, burst onto the scene. 
This woman is the kind of person who gives 
Christians a bad name. And not in the way the religious 
right gives Christians a bad name-no, this takes it to a 
whole other level. Albeit a more entertaining one. 
Hideous, inside and out, this woman with her close-
minded judgments, eye warts, and missing teeth went on 
a week-long melt down, dragging her poor host family 
of flaky, astrology enthusiasts down with her. The best 
part was the end, when she returned to her family and 
flipped out, tearing up the "tainted, dark-sided" letter 
from the other mother, and kicking out anyone from 
the television crew that didn't have God in their heart. 
Oh man, that was so great. 
I hope that helps. 
Yours truly, 
Amanda Aikman 
lastcall_op@yahoo.ca 

